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Mrs. Mary Fra.nken, an a.ssistant professor of home economics a.t

UN!. is completing her doctoral program at Drake Un!versity in Counsel~

ing and Personnel Services. She has asked the eooperatdon of several

edueational facilities in our community in granting her permission to

interview young children to learn about how they perceive. the world of

work. She has explained the nature of her research to us, and we are

pleased to be inoluded in the statistical SUlple. During the la.st part

of April she and a ·co-interviever viII hold twenty-minute interviews.

using a slide series t wi ih sOlie of the children from our school.
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INTERVIEW PROCEDURE

"Hi: My name is .,-__~_~__."
''What's your name?" {Check to m.ak?~ sure it is on recording sheet.)
"How old are you,

"Do you know Why I have asked you to come here today? (If child appea.rs
anxious,. continue ice breaking, reflect on child's feelings" When at
ease, proceed.)

"I asked you to come to visit with me today because I would like you to
help me. I think your teacher told you that and I
are here to talk with some children to learn about some of their ideas
about jobs and work that grown-ups do"

"You probably have thought about the work or job you would like to do
someday. What do you want to be when you grow up?" (Write down.)

'fJiave you another idea about what you might want to do?" (Write down,,)

"Today I would like to show you some pictures of places where people work.
A voice on a tape will tell you about the work that would be done by
a person who might work in the picture. Some of these jobs have hard
names. But if you will listen to what the tape tells you about the
job, I think you will understand what a person on that job would do.
The tape will ask you a question after telling you about the job. It
will ask you who could do the work of that job--a man, a woman, or
both a woman and a man?"

"Let's look at a picture and see what to do. This is a picture of a
place where a ticket taker might work. As you look at the picture,
think about who you think could do the work the tape tells you about.
Let's listen••• ff (Turn on tape.)

"Ticket Taker. A ticket taker is a person who would
take your ticket when you went into a game or a
circus or a movie. Who could do the job of a ticket
taker--a woman, a JM,n, or both a woman and a man?"

"There aren't any right or wrong answers--I only want to know who you
think could do the work in that job. If you think only a woman could
do that work, you would say •woman. ' If you think only a man could
do that work, you would say •man. ' If you think both a. woman and .8

lIla.n could do the work of a ticket taker, you would say 'both.· Try
to decide if you think a man or a woman or both a man and a woman
eoul.d do the work that the picture and voice tell you about. But 1f
you can't decide, you can tell me that you don't know, and we'll go
on to the next picture. Do you have any questions?
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"Let t s listen to the tape again and thistim.e you can give me your
answer. '1 (Play taPe and child responds.)

liDo you have any questions before we go on to more pictures?" (Pause)
"Okay, let's go on," (Go through the 30 occupational slides with
accompanyi118 tape,. s"topping the tape while writing down child's
response to each descriPtion. Then say I

"That was the last picture. Thank you very much for your help,
Of
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DIRECTIONS ro JUICES CATmORIZIJC OCCUPATIONS

Thank you for agreeing to help me as I WOrk· on my dissertation

instrument. Sex roles are rapidly changing, and for my study I want to

investigate the degree to which children .s.ex-type ocoupations. Therefore,

I would like to categorize ocoupations into three categones--those con­

sidered traditionally for Men, those considered traditionally for women.

and those whioh are lIore neutral (less sex-typed).

I have selected sixty occupations from the U.S. Office of Educa­

tion's fifteen occupational clusters that preschool and elementary school

children could probably understand when shown a picture of the setting

with accompanying explanatory audio tape.

Please sort the sixty cards into the three catego:r1es-occupatioM

considered to be trad1tionally female, male, and neutral. You may select

an oocupation as neutral, not because equal number of wes and fe_les

have been employed in that occupation, but on the basis that both men

and women have likely been employed in that ocoupation or because the

oocupation is less strongly sex-typed.

Please sort the cards, which are in alphabetical order, into the

three oategortEuh When you have finaliBed your selections, please write

the numbers of the cards you put into each oategory on the enclosed re­

cording sheet. Then plaoe this sheet i.n the envelope and seal 1t so that

the respoBdents will be 81lonyaous.
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Table 17

Sixty Occupations fro. the U.S. Office of Education Clusters
Rated by 10 Judges into categories of Traditionally Male,

TraditionallyFeJllale, and lfeutral

:,~

1. Air Analyst
2. Air Traffic Control1er
3. Artist
4. Attorney
5. Bakery Worker
6. Bookkeeper
7. Bulldozer Operator
8. Camp Counselor
9. Carpenter

10. Carpet Installer
11. Cartoonist
12. Coach
13. Coaputer Programmer
14. Cosmoto1ogist
15. Dental Assistant
16. Dietician
17. Displa.y Personjwindow Dresser
18. Doctor
19. Elementary School Teaoher
20. Farm Owner/Maniager
21. nslting Boat Operator
22. Floral Arranger
23. Forester
24. Grocery Cashier
25. Hotel Mallager
26. Housekeeper
27. Interior Designer
28. Librarian
29. Maohine Tool Operator
)0. Mail Cattier

31. Meteorologist
32.. Motel Clerk
33. Nurse
34. Oceanographer
35. Organist
36. Parking Meter Attendant
37. Perforaer
)8. Pet Shop Owner
39. Physical Therapist
40. Pilot
41. Politician
42. Postal Clerk
43. Professional Athlete
44. Proofreader
45. Receptionist
46. Reservation Agent
47. Salesperson
48. Secretary
49. SeWing Machine Operator
50. Short Order Cook
51. Snow Remover
52. Social Worker
53. Telephone Operator
54. Televisioll Armouncer
55. Ticket Taker
56. Travel Agent
57. Tropical Flsh Dealer
58. Truck Driver
59. Upholsterer
60. Wedding Consultant



Table 18

Occupations Selected for the Study from the 15 U.S. Office of Education Career
Clusters wi th Proportion of Rater Agreement for Assignment to

Male, Female, or Neutral Category by 10 Raters

Career Cluster

1. Agribusiness­
Natural Resources

2. Communication
Media

J. Construction

4. Consumer­
Homemaker

5. Environment

6. Fine Arts­
Humanities

7. Health

8. Manufacturing

9. Marine Science

Traditionally Male
Occupations

Farmstead Owner-Manager
1.00

Mail Carrier
.90

Carpenter
1.00

Meteorologist
1.00

Doctor
.80

Machine Tool Operator
1.00

Fishing Boat Operator
1.00

Traditionally Female
Occupations

Floral Arranger
.80

Telephone Operator
1.00

Dietician
1.00

Librarian
.90

Nurse
1.00

Setdng Machine Operator
1.00

Neutral Occupations

Interior Designer
.70

Short Order Cook
.80

Camp Counselor
.90

Artist
.90

Tropical Fish Dealer k:
.80 ~



Table 18 (Continued)

Career Cluster

10. Marketing and
Distribution

11. Office

12. Personal Services

1;. Public Service

14. Recreation and
Hospitality

15. Transportation

Traditionally Male
OccuPlltions

Politician
.90

Coach
.80

Truck Driver
1.00

Traditionally Female
Occupations

Grocery Store Cashier
.~

Seoretary
1.00

Cosllotologist
1.00

Elementary Teacher
.90

Neutral OccuPlltions

Salesperson
.~

Computer Prograuer
.70

Pet Shop Manager
.70

Motel Clerk
.80

Travel Agent
1.00

~
\..n
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TAPE SCRIP!'

Sample Descri.ptlon to Accompany Sample Slide (recorded twice) t

Ticket Taker. A ticket taker is a person who would take your ticket
when youwen.t into a game or a circus or a movie. Who could do the
job of a ticket taker--a woman, a man, or both a woman and a man?

Descriptions to Accompany Slides 1-30,

1.

2.

6.

Artist. 'Ibis picture shows a drawing board where an artist could
work. An artIst could work in different ways, like drawing,
painting, or working with pictures in a magazine or book. Who
could do the work of an artist--a woman, a man, or both a woman
and a man?

Camp Counselor. A camp counselor helps children who go to summer
camp. A counselor sw1m.s and plays with campers and helps them
with any problems they have. A camp counselor works outdoors a
lot of the time. Who could do the work of a camp counselor-a
man, a woman, or both a man and a woman?

Carpenter. A carpenter uses tools like a Meer and a saw to put
up a building like the one you see in this picture.. A carpenter
does a lot of work with wood. and naUs. Who could do the work of
a carpenter--a man, a woman, or both a man and a woman?

Coach. A coach helps people who play sports and games. This
picture shows a locker room where players leave their clothes
when they are in the gym or outside. A coach may help one person
at a t1me or a team playa game better. Who could do the work of
a coach-a man, a woman, or both a man and a woman?

Computer Programmer. You may have heard people talk about computers.
Computers are special machines like the one you see here. A com­
puter programmer is a worker who 1s needed to plan the way informa­
tion is put into the computer so the numbers come out making sense.
Who could do the work of a computer programmer--a man, a woman, or
both a man. and a woman?

Cosmotologist. A cosmotologtst is also called a beauty operator
or hair dresser. Beauty operators work in a beauty shop. They
wash, cut, and comb hair, and give permanents. Who could do the
work of a cosmotologist or beauty operator--a woman, a man, or
both a woman and a man?

Dietician. A dietician is 8. person who knows the kinds of foods
that people need to eat to be healthy and strong. Dieticians plan
the kinds of food that cooks make for hot lunch or for people on



8.

10.

11.

12.

14.
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a special diet. A dietician has planned the food you see in this
picture. Who could do the work of a dietician--a woman a man
or both a woman and a man? • •

Doctor. A doctor takes care of people when they are sick or hurt.
A doctor also uses a stethescope and a thermometer When giving
check-ups to make sure people are in good health. Who could do
the work of a doctor--a man, a woman. or both a man and a woman?

Elementary Teacher. A school room is where an elementary teacher
helps boys and girls learn to read. wr1 te, do their numbers and
learn about people and the world they live in. Who could do the
work of an elementary teacher--a man, a woman, or both a man and
a woman?

~ Owner/Manae:er. A farm owner's job is to plan how to use
land and money and machinery so that they can grow crops and
raise animals. This gives people the food they buy in stores.
Who could do the work of a farm owner!ma.na.ger--a man. a woman.
or both a man and a woman?

Fishing Boat Operator. Fishing is another way people get food. A
person who runs a fish1.ng boat takes the ship or boat out to sea
and uses nets or traps to catch fish and lobsters to sell to stores
and restaurants. Who could do the work of a fishing boat operator
--8. man. a woman, or both a man and a woman?

Floral Arranger. A flower shop Is where a floral arranger works
to make pretty bouquets and corsages of flowers. People order
flowers to send people when they are sick and for weddings or
special times during the year. Who could do the work of a floral
arranger--a woman,. a man, or both a woman and a man?

Grocett Store Cashier. Using a cash register is the job of a
grocett store cashier. The cashier punches the amount each thing
costs, gives the right change to the customer, and sacks up the
groceries. Who could do the work of a grocery store Mshier--
a w01ll8.n, a man, or both a. womana.nd a man?

Interior Designer. This roOM shows pieces of carpet and material
that an interior designer would use when planning the colors and
fumi ture and curtains for the inside of a house or building.
Interior designers work with people to help them think about what
they like and need in the rooms where they live or work. Then
they find the furn! ture, carpet, and pictures that make the room
look nice. Who could do the work of an interior des1gner--a man.
a woman. or both a man and a lfoman?

Librarian. A librarian may work in a city library,. a school
Iibrary, or a special place like a law 11brary. Choosing books
and materials for the library and helping people find books and
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information they need are important work of a librarian. Who
could do the work of a 11brarian......a man, a woman, or both a man
and a woman?

16. Machine!Q.Q.! Operator. This picture shows a machine used by a
machine tool operator. Metal parts for engines and machines are
made on a lathe, a drill press, or a grinding machine. Who
could do the work of a machine tool operator--a woman, a man,
or both a woman and a man?

17. Mail Carrier. A mail carrier drives a small truck or walks a
certain route to deliver mail and pick up mail. Carriers first
sort the mail at the post office and then go on their way to
homes and business places. Who could do the work of a mail
carrier......a woman. a man, or both a woma.n and a man?

18. Meteorologist. A meteorologist uses instruments like the ones here
to stUdy the weather. The air, the wind, and how much water is In
the air are measured to help tell the kind of weather to expect.
Then the weather report Is given on the radio and television. Who
could do the work of a meteorologist or weather forecaster"'-a
woman. a man, or both a woman and a man?

19. Motel Clerk. A motel clerk's job Is to rent rooms to people when
they come to stay at a motel. A motel clerk makes reservations
for people who oa1l ahead to save them a. room. Then the lIliOtel
olerk checks them in and gives them. a key when they get there.
Who could do the work of a motel clerk"'-a man, a woman, or both
a man and a wom.an?

20. Nurse. This picture shows a. nursing desk at a hasp!tal. Nurses
also work in a doctor's office or even a school. A nurse follows
a doctor's orders by taking care of patients, giving them mediolnes
they need, and watching how they get along when they are siok. Who
oould do the work of a nurse--a woman, a man, or both a woman and
a man?

21. Pet Store &nager. Many kinds of animals are found in pet stores.
The manager of a pet store chooses the many kinds of animals and
pet supplies sold in the store. A manager may hire other workers
to take care of the pets and to sell the things in the store. Who
could do the work of a pet store manager--a woman, a man, or both
a woman and a. man?

22. Politiclan. A politician is a person who runs in an election to
work in the city or state or United States government. State
politicians work 1n the State Capitol Building. Here at the capitol
they write laws, vote on laws, make speeches, and get letters from
the people who voted for them. Who could do the work of a pollticia:n
--a woman. a :man, or both a woman and a man?



24.

26.

28.

1)0

Salesperson. A salesperson lllay work in a store selling clothes,
insurance, furniture , cars, or many other things. A salesworker
should try to be helpful to customers. Who could do the work of
a salesperson--a woun, a man, or both a woma.n and a man?

Secretary. Secretaries work in offices, and they type letters
and reports. They use office machines, keep papers filed, and
talk to the people who call or come into the office. 'Ibis
picture shows a secretary's desk, typew.riter, and places for
filing things. Who could do the work of a secretary--a man, a
woman, or both a man and a woman?

Sewing Machine Operator. A sewing machine operator uses a sewing
machine that is heavier and runs faster than a sewing machine
found in a home. Sewing machine operators sew clothes, curtains,
and many other things people buy in a store. Who could do the
work of a sewing machine operator--a lllan, a woman, or both a man
and a woman?

Short Order Coo.k. This is a large kitchen where a short order
cook makes sandwiches and meals that people order in a restaurant.
A cook makes the food so that it looks and tastes good. Who could
do the work of a short order cook--a WOIl8J1, a man, or both a WOll8Jl

and a man?

Telemone Operator. A telelbone operator works at a place like
you see here to help people With their telephone calls. The
operator my help a person make a call, find a number, or tell a
caller how much a call costs. Who could do the work of a telephone
operator--a lI8Jl, a woman, or both a man and a woman?

Travel Agent. A travel agent helps people learn about places to
visit and ways to get there. A travel agent ma1 help a person
plan a vacation or a trip and make the reservations for a plane
or train as well as for a place to stay. Who could do the work
of a travel agent--a woman, a man, or both a womn and a man?

Tropi.cal Fish Dealer. Tropical fish dealers raise and sell the
interesting tropical fish people buy for their aquariums.
Tropical fish dealers may have their business in their homes
or in special shops. They also sell fish food and tanks needed
to raise tropical fish. Who could do the work of a tropical fish
dealer--a mn, a woman, or both a man and a wOlllan?

Truok Dr!ver. Trucks carry many things allover. the country. A
truck driver is responsible for whatever is in the truck during
the trip to where it wlll be delivered. Whether the truck is a
large one or a smaller one, a truck driver must be a very good
driver. Who could do the work of a truck drlver--a woman, a man.
or both a woman and a man?


