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course and avoided the high school and most of its grounds.  To the east it avoided the downtown proper and 
the hospital complex that bordered the downtown to the north.  Earlier versions of what was termed the 
Ingersoll Avenue By-pass envisioned a route much further south, but its purpose was to divert traffic around the 
downtown.  The freeway’s purpose was to do the same but on a crosstown scale.  

Figure 4-29: Final right-of-way, MacVicar Freeway (now Interstate-235), 26th to 33rd streets (Des Moines 
Register, July 23, 1958)

This figure gives a sense of how many homes were removed from the initial freeway right-of-way.  
Much of this housing stock was of a later date than that found within the survey area to the north.  Many smaller 
houses were simply moved and were not demolished.

Chapter 5: Sewer Service:

Sewer systems assume two basic forms, storm and sanitary.  By the 1880s larger cities were passing 
ordinances to separate the two, but initially sewer systems performed both functions and there was, of course, 
no sewage treatment.  Water service was useless unless a neighborhood also had a sewer with which to remove 
the used water.  The earliest known area reference to water main construction dates to mid-1895 when 
Brattleboro, between 28tha nd 30th streets, was receiving a water main (Des Moines Capital, May 6, 1895).

The survey area was sewered from the beginning by patching it into existing storm sewer systems or at 
least into branch line sewers that were located in other “downstream” sections of the city.  Figure 85 depicts the 
Sewer System No. 2 which was authorized for construction by City Council Ordinance 791which was passed on 
February 6, 1893.  The hard economic times apparently slowed its actual building and the contract for its 
construction, awarded to Bryan and Youngerman, was complete by mid-August 1896.  At that time the City was 
experiencing the usual difficulty in getting recalcitrant abutting property owners to pay their assessments.  A 
few cases were in the district court system.  The City Council passed an enforcement ordinance on August 14 
that established a process whereby the properties involved would be reassessed and re-levied.  At the end of that 
rconsideration, the owners were obliged to pay up (Des Moines Daily Capital, August 17, 1896)

The Sewer System No. 2 was the upper end of the Bird’s Run Sewer, and that system in turn ran into the 
Park Street sewer, near 11th and Park streets.  Figure 85 depicts the run of the system, as the Capital describes it.  
The thicker black lines locate runs of 15 inch diameter or greater.  The main branch line, running along 
Carpenter Street (then University) staged down from 60 inches, east of 22nd Street, 48 inches to 24th Street, 36 
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inches to 27th, and 24 inches to 28th Street.  The lines between Carpenter and University and those running north 
to Forest, east of 23rd Street, were all 15 inches in diameter.  The line on 19th, below University and that on 28th

Street, east of Rutland and Cottage Grove, were of the same thickness.  The other lines were 12 inches in 
diameter.

Figure 5-1: Sewer System No. 2 (Map by Jacobsen based on Des Moines Daily Capital, August 17, 1896)

Further west, the Ingersoll Sewer Extension was designed to serve the rest of University Place, in early 
1906.  City Engineer Dobson proposed the extension via 21st Street to Clark Street “and [to] connect the 
northwest part of the city with that main through laterals.  That part of the city is being thickly populated and 
must have some connections at once for health considerations.”  A month later the plans were being prepared 
and Alderman Hamery was expected to “put it [the sewer] through” the council so that work could begin (Des 
Moines Daily News, April 22, May 20, 1906).

The folks who lived between those who enjoyed the benefits of the Ingersoll system and those to the 
north who desired the sewer service were not supportive of helping to pay for the new connection.  The News
reported “The original plan for drainage for the northwest city has been finally adopted and a septic tank system 
will be begun at once.  The plan to connect this portion of the city with the Ingersoll sewer was held up by 
intervening property owners and as the necessity is grat, the septic tank system was ordered Friday.”  Such an 
arrangement is unusual for the times and if it was actually built, any substantial remnant of it would be of some 
historical interest (Des Moines Daily News, June 10, 1906).

The cost was estimated at $30,000 and the Board of Public Works took bids for new system, said to be “ 
badly needed for years” in early July 1906.  Still termed the Ingersoll Run sewer extension, J. W. Turner got the 
contract for $25,303.  The system would drain the area south of University Avenue and west of 25th Street.  
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First Ward Alderman Hamery, was credited with making the sewer a reality (Des Moines Daily News, July 8, 
September 30, 1906).

The system, finished it was said at a cost of $19,000, was reported ad done by mid-January 1907.  The 
news noted “This is the most important sewer improvement of the year.  The system extends from Twenth-
fourth to Thirty-fifth streets and from University avenue to State road” (Des Moines Daily News, January 17, 
1907).

What is known as the North branch of the Ingersoll sewer has been completed and a very large 
portion of the Northwest city now has sewer connections, and is being used (Des Moines Daily 
News, November 10, 1907)

A number of more minor sewer projects are enumerated in the following table:

Location Citation/Date Description
20th south of School Capital, July 1, 1899 Contractor Hurley to start digging
Clark Street, 20th-21st Daily News, March 25, 

1901
Contracts let to John Hurley, 12 inch diameter

Cottage Grove, 19th –
31st

Daily News, January 6, 
1906

Alderman Hamery having plans made for First Ward, 
$15,000

Drake Stadium, north of 
Forest Avenue

Daily News, March 24, 
1907

Culvert being built to drain the stadium

Water Mains
Location Citation/Date Description

24th at Cottage Grove, 
1.5 blocks south

Capital, March 29, 1902 Alderman Dorr files resolutions with City Council

23rd and Clark, 1.5 
blocks north

Capital, March 29, 1902 Alderman Dorr files resolutions with City Council

29th, University to 
Carpenter

Capital, March 29, 1902 Alderman Dorr files resolutions with City Council

Chapter 6: Retail and Commercial Services:

The only extant historic commercial node is located at University Avenue and 25th Street, adjacent to the 
Drake University campus.  Accordingly this context focuses upon that area only.  A few Forest Avenue 
businesses survive from post-World War II and scattered individual commercial properties are found within the 
district, but there are no other commercial historic districts.

The Commercial Node at 24th and 25th streets and University Avenue or “Dogtown”- By John Zeller

Studying the Drake neighborhood revealed a surviving portion of the oldest suburban commercial 
district in Des Moines. This area just east of Drake acquired its name, “Dogtown,” sometime in the 1920s after 
Drake’s sports mascot was changed from a duck to a bulldog. The shopping district is bounded by 24th and 25th 
streets and along University avenue from 23rd street westward to 25th street. By 1900, only 19 years after 
Drake’s founding, the district had reached these boundaries and now 110 years later it still resembles the earlier 
footprint. 


