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sent the Secretary of Var and the Adjutant General of the

Army to St. Louls to investigate ®rémont's performance in

his command. Thelr report, made in one and one-half days,

wae sharply hostile to #rémont. It wae scarcely objective,

howzver, since Cameron and Thomas were anti-Frémont.

It contained the opinion of General Curtis, who
was already known to be hostile to Prémont, and that
of Gencral Hunter, who, in addition to ‘remg the
probable successor to Frémont if he were removed, had
already written letters against nim. Four other com-

divisions were not interviewed. Thomas
reported the curious and unauthenticated story told

Ie]

to him by General Sherman, to the effect that Colonel

Swords had reported that Vajor Selover had written to
a friend trnat he had made a huse prolit out of a

‘ out ob &
contract for cuns which he had purchased for Frémont.

The 5t. Louis Vissouri Democrat, whils a Fremont supporter,

Thzre can bs no doubt that Adjutant General Thomas
roturne to Vashinoton to "move heaven and earth" in
510 ‘rémont's removal, with every I'ODB.D‘}.J."\;;\} ?f
cso. 1 doubt if any proper or su ﬂfﬂ*lc"anSﬂOl’v’i >
overt thot end, unlesgs President Lincoln ceclares
yatically Lhat no removal shall take place. T
removal will create such & révol : western
7. the results of which cen never £ vold. A
divided Lorth and an indiznant people against an
& i ministration would be 2

anjus© anc an unscrupulous Adp
%7 " . - v - ry -
fenrful state of afialrs.

. 5 EEEL as was
his rovort of Cameron and homas wa
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Blairs and thelr suppnorters demanding Frémont! g recall.

Finally, on Uctober 2i, President Lincoln wrote the order

for fdrémont's removel. H

6]

t this order should

not be celivered if in the meantime Frémont

specified ¢

5'1

o

won a victory,
or 1f at the time the order reached his camp he were on

o of o battle.tr T - o1
the eve of a battle. Lt has never been proved, thousn,

that he was convinced of ¥Frémont's incomnetence.

and wasg ooi

Whether Frémont was right or Frank 2lair was rizht
on sp2cific matters of fact was a minor que ation. The
ma;';or- consiceration was that their quarrel was dividing
the Imiorists of ’?Ls;souri nte two glowering factions,

ing F aly
vi

ng all their active
1iles in th n ccula not long be

r
i
tolerated. And no matter how ght was on
3 1c
i

3

3
I oo O @ owe O Sl“"t’d("‘(’l?

Frémonttse side, Lincoln could n

gomery Blair wag ln nig Cabinet

consta ntﬂr of the wavering borc

that the Blairs were the most ©
order o 5 S
acdice g
a di

have nut forth greater e

¥ e,
rew men

souri On 27 ne left S%t. Louis for Jeffsrscn
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rhouganc mMen.

Price had bsen planning to advance into northwest

Missouri, but upon learning of Frémont's approach, he was

i

forced to retreat to tihne south. 0n the 30th, his force

)

W

eft for Springfielc.

-

|

Thz advance toward southwestern Missouri in pursuit

of Price's retreating army lurched forward as rapidly as

unfavorable circumstances would allow., A thousand wagons

sent nim from the Zasgt had nroved to be made of rotten

- - Py 9 . he] l S ¥
wood, and were continually breaking down. Hations were

b el Fal 3 Il PR [ 3 b L 30 £ -2 ~~
| allowance of Tood. Cattle had to be collected oy foraging
i
' g 2 - o S lm A & e oround st

nertLas anc Tong ol IS AT=N O AERVIOTERS. SYOUNC 4%
. . . . B ) R e
Préyviontt o nrtanle mills., A dearth of horses ant VENICLES
. - . = DE TSy o
continued.” pémont was attermmting to cut off Price's

retreat ang force & battle, but he was nindered in his

sdvance by lack of suoplies, by the confusion occasioncd

<

30 1 i
Uy v ] £ nig remove ané by a lack ol
Uy the constant ruamors o is removal, &anc ojF a
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sieht hundred feet long, across the o iver 1 ,
eLs £, ACToss the Osage River in thirty-

six hours. “remont believed that he woulg soon overtake the

cdgerate
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s defeat then
Union, once and for all, ¥e had built a svlendid army
innumerable obstacles and was confident of success. Op
october 5
wajor Zaronyl and his so-called Frémont Bodyguard of
nicked oavalf‘ﬂep, 150 stronz, delivered a vietorious
a

8
and memorabls cl“ﬂ“i gaiast the Confederate parrison
at Svringfielc. . .

which numbered two thousand men.2 On the 27th, Frémont
occuviecd bpringfield.

Critics have maligned rémont for thinking Price
would fisht, as if

2 1 a) » = Tem A y .t ™ ¥
would be a foollish actl! Thevy szaic Frémont was mefel?‘

o o v - [ —~ Y~ 3 R
talkkins this coursc of action to save his career. IovWever,
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popular with his soldiers who were most Gilsturbed at hig
pemoval. OrIie wrote that 1t seemed a calamity to most of
v =H i

them becanse?

e . e the nrospect of complete victory was unusually
hright; he /Frémont] had in fact, + itﬁ the smallest
modicum of fighting, nearly driven the rebel army
from our Htave. The strong, instinctive fzeling .
wae that he ouzht to have had the chance to finish
the campaign so ausplciously nppan.l

Another soldier voices hie 3incredulity that Frémont would

o

e

T

Huntzsr at

b= orcdereé to turn over his command to Ceneral

hr]

such an inovportune time. He

This supsrsedure, this 5 to one who
hags labored =o long and s T service to
the 1'nion, hasg roused an fesling + + . and
there are not wanting those who counsel open dis-

r ? of the order until the battle shall nave been
£ [

The Vissouri Democrat revorted

. . . ap everwhelming majority of the people of the
flest sti 11 beiieve in <rémont. r is it too much to
say tnat the rang and file ol the army coniice in nhim
T P Ly ] < 5 5 - PR [~k at c] b

gquite as fuiliy ag any other army do in thcir General
Commandin:, and scldiers have OO riuch at stake in
i ] et g - L3 Y de T i
th: question as to whether they are led 1nto ©Laulie
by a competent or incompetent Comn%ncer to be charged
with favoritism ln tneir opinlions.

Tpémont lost his command in this humiliatins way.

erhans the decision to
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e Prériont was wise gsi 4 i
remove Sremon 18¢ since his h the Plair fac-

cion was maxing elfective prosecution of the war in Wissouri

Cmore and more Jdif nac¢ performed ably

in his one hundred days of command.

ne nad cons to

at a time when Union fortunes
were at a low c¢bb all across the country. He faced a state

still gquestlionable in its loyalty and with an ageressive and

encouragec secessionist force within its borders, Frémontts

gebivities took time ano cost Money--pernaps | much of both

5 ' 3 3 3 3 | N ! * W e w—s O - 5
cdefeated them anc ended southerrn hones in Missouri for rood.
T -~ % 4+ 5 % b v S
cvertheless, too geceooionicst cause in isscurd wvwas in a
* L " S 1 o r vy v
nrecarious nosition &t the b of Tocvember,

: U 4 = gy EEE Dy S o S iy EAR
Unlicon cauvgs was oryanizec, coniidens, &nc on e O

. b L4 N I qer F
g scoivitics 1laid & scunc and basic groundwork for
L VRS i ) JE S o= NS S ) < [ WAL L Ly

H e g r SNoa o a el 1 U
the Urnlon cauge L Misgeourti. e certalnly ceservses crecl
- )
sp? in the Tinion during 1661.
Ior ntilg vnary In Kz2eping tggouri in the 'nion GuUIiling




MMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Since 'Missouri's course during the Civ

il War was or

paramount importance to both North and South, it seemsd

relevant to re-examine some of the factors that influenced

this course. AL the beginning of 1861 it seemed that
issourl was tending toward sccession. She was a slave

state and most of her inhabitants had coms from the South.

An cnergetic and dedicated secessionics

U‘

t element of sizable
proportion existed in the state; the state government was
in the firm control of avowed secessionists; and th
majority of the people gscemed unwilling to take a firm

stand aszainst othe

‘”1
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sded states. 1In fact, if comproniss
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iv war broks out, it appecared that
this majority element would favor siding with the South,

if ¥issouri were forced into participation in the war at

in the ('nion, nowever. Slavery had not taken a
in the state, and a nlantation scclety had net develobed.

‘ ' -
b o b ey . P Ly thgn soutnicyn In LTS conl-
1s gocleby was wmore western than soutasrn 1n

S

Fal p ~ 2vrey TV LR
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nlexion, Also, osconomic and comneirceia. f8C
. e . el e Ypuih
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demographlc Factors would not have been sufficient by the
M

selves to isep Missourl in the Union during 1861. w#issou
L = = B -

rians in that year were simoly not sufficientlv aware of

them. The state had traditionally looked upon the South

as being kindred, and its inhabitants tended to think of

(¥ ISR s [
themselves as belng more southern than they actually were.

What, then, kept MWisscuri in the Union during 18619

The presencs of a small but extremely determined group of

unconditional Unionists, largely Republicaans, in Ifi issouri,

an¢ the nrosencs of three clear lsaders of this faction

during 1361--%rank Blair, Nathaniel Lyon, and John Charles
Frémont--worked incessantly to keep Ilissouri from seces-

sion. This factlon, through the activities of its leacers,
descrved a ma jor share ol the credit for lMissouri's

tical first vear of the Civil var.

et

decision in that cr
mt

This study was orepared to describe the activities--and

the elfect

N

veness of the activities--cf Elair, Lyon, and

(D

Yrémont in their stru.gle to keep Missouri in the Union

'_Jv

during 1461

b Toog
clear that all shared a dream anc 2 103L 0L =
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and supreme . . . and that all wepe patriots in the finest

gense of that word.

: 4 e oay I wre e .
Llair began the struggle against discouraging odds
&) [} L3

e g he 11 men who Leliausd 1. ;
e showed that all men who believed in the Union could

o

stand together, and he made 1t nossgible f

or large numbsrs

of conditicnal Unionizts to join with his Renublicans for

a common goal. "Let us have a couniry first," he declared
"and then we can talk about parties."l

Blair skillfully led this faction through the cam-
paign to elect delegates to the Warch convention and
deserves a substantial amount of credit for the defeat of

the secessionist faction in that election. He led the

conventlon from Jefferson City to a more Unionist environ-

ment in St. Louls, and nis supporters made effective use of

sy £ therity. Through
to set Nathanlel Tvon into a position of autherity. Ihrous

1535.8 quoted in Carr, op. cit., ». =77
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the spring of 1861, these two struggled to secure 8¢, T,
ouis--

ct
¥

and Missouri--for the Union. By capturing Camp

Jdaekson, they
demonstrated that the Federal Govermment would tolerate n
(8]

traitorous activity--symbolle or actual--within its borders

During the summer of 1861, Lyon put the Missouri

secessionlst leaders on ths defensive and drove them into

the southwestern part of thes state, ue secured watsr and

rall transvortation, and, through his energy and dedica-

tion, gave the faltering Union cause across the

nation
inspiration and encouragement. Ye fslt ang derionstrated

that no compromise could be made while treason was rampant

Frank Blair remained a politician, and Lyon rell at

vEE s

Wilsonts Creek., TU was necessary for anothsr cormander--
John Charlees Freémont--to organizs the resources of "Hesouri
during the late summer and fall of 1841 and to lay the

groundwork for an enduring 0

Tt

[,-—-fu
E,)

nionist militarv strengtn
the state. This ke did admirably during his one hundred

continually o orocure armies and supplies

for hils ¢ver-increasing force. He continued Lyon's efforts
to secure watcr and rail transhortat . on. e made errors

that brousht abeut his rewoval,

L cevo . SRR, S B .
the cevoloomoent of his undeprlvine




The results must prove the wisdom of his strategy

W > arrived in . ne W .
When he St. Louls, the Western Department was

1

discouraged, nhis troops were few in numbep and badly
o

in

need of supplies and training. The Unionp cause was dis-

couraged, and Lyon, for all of

2ls earlier Successes, was

in a precarious position, facins a larce secessionist

force that was about to take the offensive. Thres monthe

later Frémont was pursuing this

2

same force out of the
state. He commanded 2 large and e?ficient army that was
well-trained and disciplined. The army was encouraged
and cagerly looking forward to victory--a victory that
woulcd end the Confedsrate hopes in Missouri once and for
all and that would open the way for conquest to the south.
The soldlzrs of this army were dovobted to John Charles
Trémont. Obvicusly, this transformation was not the work

of an incomnstent.

)

2]

Tater Union asctivity in this area justified the

{

N3

becic strategy of the much-malizned Frémont. Cne con-

v

4]
i

-

v e T P . -
temporary stated that General Fenry W. Halleck "1s oniy
H " v

carrvines out what Frémont originated."l Another pointad

out thati:

.

5 - w5 . e [
nder Hunter

1

Done 1im
delphfa:
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Naneral David
rrders, lod the army
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Halleck they again advanced over th
in the same manner as undsr Frémont, and mem :
after, and under less favorable ciréumsta?any Months
still triumphantly, Fr8&mont's chosen.;enﬂ£§§s’~?gt
fought out frement's intended battle at ven o Ssel,

] . . . at Pea Ridc
thus vindicating his polley and nis strategyﬁidge,

€ 3ame routes and

Conclusions. Frank Blair, Nathaniel Lyon,

and John

Charles Trémont exercised deciding influence upon

remaining in the Union during 1861. 1n so doing, however
g, hov ,

they brought Missouri into the Civil Wer and brought civil

war to MMissouri. Was this justified? Missourl certainly
suffered all the horrors of a fratricidal conflict before
the war ended.

If Blair and Lyon had not taken a firm stand early
the nro-secessionist state sovermment would have
Could

in contrel in ¥issouri.

have carried "issouri inte the Southern Confederacy? It
1s vary probable thas it could have. Popular sentiment

may not have acquiesced in secession before actual war
"roke out, but it anpears vrobable that this woulc have
chanzed after Missourians witnessed the Lincoln Admin-

istratien "waging war" on the Scuth.

that the C-nfederacy seemed to be winning the war during
1561 and 1862, and it is almoet impossible not to belisve

L 5 . . o ™ 4 iV i t he
that Claiborne Jackson could heve led “issouri into the

Their

New Yori:

o

Missourits
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southern Confederacy at that time hag not strong Unionist

1eaders earlicr stood in his way. O‘SViously 1t woulg
3

have been simply too dangercus to leave Yissouri undep

this secessionist government in 1861 ang 1862, The best

ths 1 d have =xpected to 1 ive 3
the Horth could hav xpected o receive in this situation

-

would have been a potentially hostile ne eutralit

7.
should, nowcver, Iissourl have been allowed to
remain neutral in the Civil War if this were what che
sincerely wished? It would seem that, if one state could
do this--could by tacit agreement adopt a position of
neutrality in a war its government was waging--another

state could lawfully sccede if that wesre what it sincerely

o
o
t
&}
Q.
ct
@]
o
o]
443

ince the Civil War was fought to determine
what statesgs could and could not do, it ssems proper that

both of these issues were faced and answered.

433

But Vissourl was saved for the Union and was

broucht into active particivatien in the Civil war by

o
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“lair, Lycn, anc¢ ‘rériont. Perhag

was crucial. The North came close to losing the war, ano
. 5 - . T
Fissouri's secorsion aicsht have tipped the balance. -2

this nlausibility can bte accepted, the
Mleir, Lyon, and rrémont in 1Ub6L W

than even thew norhans tnew,
s
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. 3 111
N S - [ T ¥4 . .
Jroadhead, James O-. "iarly hvents of the Wal 1}10Aéssro,ur1;,
“ar Tapers and Personal He! miniscences lgal—-.u?,,Hi}el*?c{:;aﬂ
beforc tne t,wmanctrv of the \tate of 1§Si)11r'1, :El
Thy ted States. oU.

Order o the Loyal Leg! Ton Of the

Ionis: "recktold and Company,

J

90? Vol. I, T, 5-28.



139

" H g * 5y f
provm, . Gratz. General Nathanlel Lyon," Oration before

the General Assembly of Misscuri at the Inavgeration
of the Lyon Honument Association, Jefferson City,
January 11, 1866.



